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Melbourne Polytechnic COVID Safe Plan  
(Effective: 2/May 2023) 

 
COVID Safe Plan Preston Campus 

Business name Melbourne Polytechnic, the Convention Centre and St Georges 
Restaurant 

Site location Preston Campus – 77 St Georges Road Preston 3072 
 

Site Access enquiries Preston Campus Security  
Tel: 03 9269 1234 or 0412 691 767 Gatehouse St Georges Road 

 

Introduction 
 

The health and safety of the Melbourne Polytechnic community is the highest priority. Melbourne Polytechnic is committed to protecting the Melbourne 
Polytechnic community from the transmission of COVID 19 and has developed risk control strategies that respond to Victoria's COVID Safe Plans 

 
The strategies work together to protect the Melbourne Polytechnic community, which includes amongst others, students, staff, visitors, contractors, 
tenants. The Melbourne Polytechnic COVID Safe Plan has been developed under the direction of the Executive Leadership Committee and is regularly 
reviewed and updated by the Covid Committee to reflect the changing stages of the pandemic and health directions. 

 
 
 
 

Victorian Government Requirements   
The pandemic orders expired at 11.59pm on Wednesday 13 October 2022. This means that many of the mandatory COVID-19 restrictions in Victoria 
have either ceased or eased, and responsibility for determining vaccination settings has moved to employers. 
 
Directions currently in force under the Public Health and Wellbeing Act 2008 (Vic) and the Pandemic (Workplace) Order 2022 (No. 810) require 
Melbourne Polytechnic to determine its own vaccination settings in line with the Occupational Health and Safety Act (2004) (Vic). 
 
Vaccination requirements for staff and students 
Melbourne Polytechnic has determined, based on applying its own risk methodology, to retain the existing two-dose vaccination mandate for workers 
(unless exempt) as stipulated in the Worker Vaccination requirements, with a recommendation that all employees remain “up to date”. This means that 
most Higher Education workers continue to be required to have had two doses of a COVID-19 vaccine to work outside their home, unless they have a 
valid exception. 

 
While students and other visitors attending onsite (excluding paid or volunteer workers) are no longer required to show evidence that they have received 
two doses of a COVID-19 vaccination, those undertaking placements must continue to adhere to the vaccination mandate that applies to their sector. 
 
  

Face mask requirements 
While not a requirement, it is strongly recommended that masks should be worn by a person who has COVID-19 for 7 days after a positive test, when 
they need leave home.  Any students or staff members who wish to wear a mask may do so, including those who are medically at-risk. 
 

Requirements for people who test positive for COVID-19 
People who return a positive PCR or rapid antigen test for COVID-19, are strongly recommended to stay home and isolate for 5 days and not return to 
onsite work or study until they are no longer symptomatic. 
It is strongly recommended to notify their Manager if they were onsite during their infectious period (in the 48 hours prior to returning the positive 
result if the case does not have symptoms, or in the 48 hours before the person first experienced symptoms if the person was experiencing 
symptoms of COVID-19), so the Manager may notify potentially exposed staff. 

Any person who has symptoms, but has not tested positive, should not attend their place of work or study until they are no longer symptomatic 

Household contacts 
Household contacts (also referred to as close contacts) will no longer be required to self-quarantine if they follow additional requirements. The 
household contact period is 7 days. 
To continue working onsite during this period, household contacts will be required to wear a face mask indoors at work (and in all indoor settings when 
outside of their home) and conduct at least 5 rapid antigen tests over the course of the 7 days. These tests must be at least 24 hours apart. 
Household contacts must have returned a negative rapid antigen test prior to working onsite, and must not work onsite if they return a positive rapid 
antigen test. If a household contact does test positive they must follow the checklist for cases, report their result and isolate for 7 days. 
Household contacts must notify their employer that they are a household contact if they are attending during the household contact period. 
 

 
For Melbourne Polytechnic, the announcement means that: 
Students and visitors are no longer required to show their vaccination status in order to attend campus; 

 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2Fworker-vaccination-requirements%3Futm_source%3Demail%2Bmarketing%2BMailigen%26utm_campaign%3DEmergencyHES20Apr2022%26utm_medium%3Demail&data=05%7C01%7CCathyFrazer%40melbournepolytechnic.edu.au%7C03af0c22927e451b892608da24404906%7C57cae833722040088adbe6904b0543f0%7C0%7C0%7C637862155764736777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kh8rRXyAL9FxkPczYw54U5u9Qfc%2BHzbbJWUwVkzFbWQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2Fworker-vaccination-requirements%3Futm_source%3Demail%2Bmarketing%2BMailigen%26utm_campaign%3DEmergencyHES20Apr2022%26utm_medium%3Demail&data=05%7C01%7CCathyFrazer%40melbournepolytechnic.edu.au%7C03af0c22927e451b892608da24404906%7C57cae833722040088adbe6904b0543f0%7C0%7C0%7C637862155764736777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Kh8rRXyAL9FxkPczYw54U5u9Qfc%2BHzbbJWUwVkzFbWQ%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2Fchecklist-contacts%3Futm_source%3Demail%2Bmarketing%2BMailigen%26utm_campaign%3DEmergencyHES20Apr2022%26utm_medium%3Demail&data=05%7C01%7CCathyFrazer%40melbournepolytechnic.edu.au%7C03af0c22927e451b892608da24404906%7C57cae833722040088adbe6904b0543f0%7C0%7C0%7C637862155764736777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=FVZIES%2Fa17IhKx4219wuQHUdTiiE7r0C9IR9rdZRxoM%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.coronavirus.vic.gov.au%2Fchecklist-cases%3Futm_source%3Demail%2Bmarketing%2BMailigen%26utm_campaign%3DEmergencyHES20Apr2022%26utm_medium%3Demail&data=05%7C01%7CCathyFrazer%40melbournepolytechnic.edu.au%7C03af0c22927e451b892608da24404906%7C57cae833722040088adbe6904b0543f0%7C0%7C0%7C637862155764736777%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2i5UCew96h9dLUSnUmM7KwKdvYHXAiIRgESdpHymaX4%3D&reserved=0
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All staff attending campus continue to need to meet the vaccination requirements (two doses) or have a valid medical exemption; 
Face masks are optional however recommended when in all indoor settings; 
Density limits do not apply to indoor spaces on campus, although social distancing is recommended; 
Household contacts will no longer have to quarantine – provided they adhere to additional measures including mask wearing and undertaking RATs as 
per Government requirements; 
Staff who are household contacts and are not displaying symptoms are permitted to attend work, it is strongly recommended that face masks are 
worn in all indoor settings, it’s also strongly recommended you test regularly for at least 7 days following your last contact with the person who 
has COVID-19 
Melbourne Polytechnic Actions  

 

Vaccination status 
Staff are required to provide MP with evidence of their full vaccination (2 doses)/ exemption in order to attend campus on the Employee Self-Service 
System (ESS). Student and visitor vaccination evidence no longer needs to be sighted. 

 
Melbourne Polytechnic recommends that all staff members remain “up to date", meaning the number and timing of appropriate COVID-19 vaccine 
doses recommended by ATAGI for and received by an individual, according to their age and other factors. 

COVID safe practices 
1. Melbourne Polytechnic is permitted to operate at maximum capacity for onsite delivery. 
2. All campus attendees are strongly recommended to practice social/ physical distancing (1.5 metres). 
3. Masks should be worn indoors by students and staff required to work / visit care facilities in Victoria 
4. VCAL students are provided with Rapid Antigen Test (RAT) kits on a weekly basis in line with current government requirements that students 

and staff in this area test themselves regularly throughout the week as part of self-monitoring. 
 
 

Managing Notifications of Close Contacts and Confirmed exposure notifications 
1. Communications are regularly provided to staff, students and visitors on requirements in relation to advising their Manager/ educational 

provider if they test positive and have been on campus during their infectious period. 
2. Staff, students and visitors to campus are able to report confirmed or suspected cases within MP Community via Coronavirus hotline (24/7 

service available). Coronavirus Hotline 9269 1113 
 

https://www.health.gov.au/news/atagi-statement-on-defining-up-to-date-status-for-covid-19-vaccination#%3A%7E%3Atext%3DUp%2Dto%2Ddate%20vaccination%20status%2Ctheir%20age%20and%20other%20factors
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